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about ObamaCare the way he did. He is
neglecting the facts. I will only repeat
a few of them.

No. 1, there are 17 million people who
now have health insurance who didn’t.
Using his own numbers, he said: One
out of every five people who went to
the emergency room in Kentucky had
insurance, private insurance. Four-
fifths of them had no insurance. They
have it now. That says it all.

Rather than cut Medicare and cut
Medicaid, as in the Republican budg-
et—they should not be doing that. The
reason there are long waiting lines is
because Republicans are not helping us
fund Medicare and Medicaid in an ap-
propriate fashion.

The late Senator Ted Kennedy once
said: ‘“An essential part of our progres-
sive vision is an America where no cit-
izen of any age fears the cost of health
care.”

We are not there yet, but since the
Affordable Care Act became law, that
vision has become more of a reality
every day. The facts are indisputable.
Health care costs are growing at a his-
torically low rate.

The overall health of Americans is
improving, and health care providers
are now finding innovative ways to re-
duce health care spending while im-
proving the quality of care that pa-
tients have.

Last week, the Department of Health
and Human Services announced that a
key pilot program created by the Af-
fordable Care Act saved Medicare al-
most $400 million in 2 years. This is
good news.

The Pioneer accountable care organi-
zation model was launched by the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices in an effort to improve health care
delivery and payment options.

An independent evaluation of this
model shows an average of about $300
in savings per beneficiary every year.
Rather than being a model, it should
cover all patients. Right now this
model is serving more than 600,000
Americans.

The idea is called accountable care.
Accountable care organizations tie pro-
vider reimbursements to quality
metrics and reductions in the total
cost of care for patients—better care,
less costs.

What is most remarkable about this
program is that huge savings are being
achieved without threatening the qual-
ity of care the patients receive. In fact,
the quality of care is improving.

Medicare beneficiaries within the
Pioneer accountable care organization
model have reported more timely care
and improved communication with the
health care providers. They now have
an ability to understand what is hap-
pening to their health care. Their ques-
tions are being answered. These pa-
tients use inpatient hospital services
less and have fewer tests and have
fewer procedures. That is what it is all
about.

Last week’s announcement shows
that the Affordable Care Act is work-
ing, to the tune of $400 million.
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Can you imagine the impact this
pilot program will have on health care
costs when it is expanded? It is true
that we have more work to do to en-
sure quality affordable health care for
every American. These reports show
Senator Kennedy’s vision for America’s
health care system is beginning to be-
come a reality.

Mr. President, would you be Kkind
enough to announce the business of the
day.

——————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business until 10
a.m.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I see no one
on the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

HONORING DEPUTY SHERIFF JOE
DUNN

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise to
honor Cascade County Deputy Sheriff
Joe Dunn, a dedicated public servant
who died in the line of duty on August
14, 2014.

On behalf of all Montanans, I want to
thank Deputy Dunn for his service to
our Nation and to the community of
Great Falls, MT. Before enlisting to
serve and protect his neighbors as a
deputy sheriff, Joe Dunn served our
Nation in the U.S. Marine Corps and
deployed to the battlefields of Afghani-
stan.

Upon returning to Montana, Deputy
Dunn married the love of his life,
Robynn. They had two children, Joey
and Shiloh, who were the center of his
universe. Deputy Dunn’s deep commit-
ment to Jesus and his love for his fam-
ily were the guiding principles in which
he lived his life.

Montana’s leaders have permanently
honored the life and service of Deputy
Dunn by naming an 8-mile stretch of
Interstate 15 outside of Great Falls,
MT. It is named the Joseph J. Dunn
Memorial Highway.

On May 15, 2015, Peace Officers Me-
morial Day, Deputy Dunn’s name will
be enshrined forever alongside 273
other brave peace officers who were
killed in the line of duty.

During his lifetime of service, Deputy
Dunn always went beyond the call of
duty to ensure the safety of those he
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served, often working the evening shift
and long hours away from his family.
Deputy Dunn always put others above
himself, and he is the kind of leader
every Montanan can be proud of.

Everyone who knew Deputy Dunn has
been touched by his commitment to
serve others and his passion for making
his community a better place to call
home. But above all, Joe Dunn was a
family man. Regardless of the length of
his shift or the difficulty of his day, his
top priority was that of being a father.

Today, as a body, we offer our deep-
est thoughts and prayers to his family,
Robynn, Joey, and Shiloh. The State of
Montana and this country are end-
lessly grateful for his service.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
TOOMEY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.
————

IRS BUREAUCRACY REDUCTION
AND JUDICIAL REVIEW ACT

AMERICA GIVES MORE ACT OF 2015

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of H.R. 1295
and H.R. 644 en bloc, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1295) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to improve the process
for making determinations with respect to
whether organizations are exempt from tax-
ation under section 501(c)(4) of such Code.

A bill (H.R. 644) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Service of 1986 to permanently extend
and expand the charitable deduction for con-
tributions of food inventory.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the bills en bloc.

AMENDMENTS NOS. 1223 AND 1224

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Hatch amend-
ments, amendment No. 1223 to H.R. 1295
and amendment No. 1224 to H.R. 644,
are considered and agreed to.

(The amendment (No. 1223) in the na-
ture of a substitute is printed in the
RECORD of May 13, 2015, under ‘‘Text of
Amendments.”’)

(The amendment (No. 1224) in the na-
ture of a substitute is printed in the
RECORD of May 13, 2015, under ‘‘Text of
Amendments.”’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the time until 12
noon will be equally divided in the
usual form.
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